
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS: 

 
FOR YOUTH 

 An opportunity to avoid a criminal record if 

they are successful in the program. 

 Allows youth to better understand the 

consequences of their behavior and the 

chance to make amends. 

 They will speak for themselves and explain 

the situations in their own words. 

 

FOR VICTIMS 

 Provides an opportunity for victims to express 

how the crime has impacted them. 

 Restitution, if applicable, may be used to help 

repair the harm caused. 

 

FOR THE FAMILY 

 The knowledge that someone is listening and 

willing to help. 

 Provides an opportunity for parents to seek 

support and access resources, information 

and referrals to address family difficulties. 

 

FOR THE COMMUNITY 

 Young Offenders learn to respect people, 

property and their community. 

 Help create positive connections between 

youth and their community. 

 Cost-effective and personal way to deal with 

minor cases. 

 

West Central Alberta Justice 

Committee 

 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING ON THE WCAJC? 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 403.845.3720 

“To provide Youth, in conflict with the 

law, and their families, with 

community-based support; to foster 

accountability in the young person and 

offer restorative resolutions.” 

Mailing Address: 
 
West Central Alberta Justice 
Committee 
PO Box 2680 
Rocky Mountain House, AB 
T4T 1L7 
 
 

West Central Alberta Justice 

Committee 

WCAJC 

 A non-profit volunteer organization 

comprised of community members 

authorized under Section 18 of the 

Youth Criminal Justice Act to work 

with young offenders within the 

community. 

 The WCAJC carries out the 

Extrajudicial Sanctions Program for 

young offenders. 

 The WCAJC provides other services 

including community conferences, 

sentencing recommendations, 

mentoring and public education. 



 

I have been referred to this program… 

now what??  
Once a case has been referred to the Justice Committee, 

the youth is required to attend a panel hearing.  This 

hearing is arranged with the WCAJC Panel Coordinator. 

Panels are conducted by Volunteers with the West Central 

Alberta Justice Committee. 

A parent, guardian or responsible adult should attend the 

hearing with the youth. 

The Panel Coordinator will confirm your Panel location and 

time.  These panels are usually held at the Rocky Mountain 

House Town Office, downstairs in the meeting room.  The 

doors will be locked - please wait for a Panel Member to 

let you in. 

Panel members listen to and discuss the circumstances 

surrounding the offence.  The youth must take 

responsibility for their actions and the offence they are 

charged with.  He/She will be asked to explain what 

happened. 

Panel members then reach an agreement on the 

consequences (usually three) which the youth will be 

required to complete within a specified amount of time.  

The youth must sign the agreement and will be given a 

copy. 

Some examples of consequences include:  

 Apology letters 

 Community Service 

 Personal Service 

 Essays or Posters 

 Donation to Charity 

 Financial Restitution to the victim 

 Referral to Counseling 

 Referral to a program 

If the youth is successful, his/her file is returned to 

the Crown Attorney and no further legal action is 

taken. 

If the youth is unsuccessful, his/her file is returned to 

the Crown Attorney who may continue with legal 

proceedings. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE EXTRAJUDICIAL 

SANCTIONS PROGRAM? 

A court diversion for youth who commit 

a minor offence. 

Provides an effective and timely 

response for offending behavior 

without having to go through the 

formal court system. 

Encourages youth to acknowledge and 

repair the harm and negative 

implications caused to the victim and 

the community. 

Encourages families of the youth and 

the community to become involved in 

the design and implementation of 

sanctions. 

Provides an opportunity for victims to 

receive restitution. 

Respects the rights and freedoms of 

youth and designs measures to be 

proportionate to the seriousness and 

circumstance of the offense. 

90% of youth successfully complete the 

program.  It is the most effective 

intervention program with life-long 

benefits for youth who would otherwise 

carry the burden of a criminal record. 

 


